
Georgia

As one of the last meetings before the 
introduction of Covid-19 containment measures, 
the National Policy Dialogue on Integrated 
Water Resources Management (IWRM) was 
held on 5 March 2020 in Tbilisi. The meeting was 
chaired by Nino Tandilashvili, Deputy Minister 
of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of 
Georgia. Key decisions of the Steering Committee 
meeting included the welcoming of progress in 
recent policy developments and institutional 
changes in the water sector of Georgia in line with 
the requirements of the EU Water Framework 
Directive (WFD); an emphasised commitment 
to expedite implementation of other water 
directives (on wastewater, drinking water and 
floods); and a confirmation that the Ministry 
welcomes continued public consultations to 
accelerate the adoption of the new Water Law by 
the Georgian Parliament in the coming months. 
River Basin Management Plans were recognised 
as the main tool for assessing and resolving 
water management issues in an integrative 
way. New strategic documents (e.g. Strategic 
Environmental Assessments for RBMPs) can help 
to identify potential issues to be addressed in 
RBMPs. This will support their adoption process, 
with improved monitoring being acknowledged 
as an important instrument for understanding 
the environmental status and justifying decision-
making in RBMPlanning. 

2020 Q1: Achievements

Ac tion funded  by  the
EUROPEAN  UNION

EUWI
E U  W AT E R  I N I T I AT I V E
FOR EASTERN PARTNERSHIP

+

A detailed analysis of selected wells, which 
NEA could incorporate into their groundwater 
monitoring network was finalised.

In February, the NEA laboratory participated in 
a proficiency test for determination of metals 
and nutrient elements in water. The needs 
assessment and procurement of consumables for 
the analytical methods trainings has commenced 
to allow successful delivery of trainings on site.

The preparation of the RBMP in Alazani-Iori 
and Khrami-Debed Basin River Basin Districts 
continued during Q1 with the work on the 
key chapters on the design of programme of 
measures and economic analysis progressing. 
The preparation of documents for the second 
consultation on the full RBMP document was also 
launched. Due to COVID-19, the consultations 
on the draft SEA Scoping report for the 
Alazani-Iori RBMP will be conducted remotely. 
The preparations for a second training on SEA 
development took place in March.

Contacts were developed with NEA for studying 
the possibility to support ground water data 
management and visualization.

https://euwipluseast.eu/en/component/content/article/157-all-activities/activites-georgia/news-of-georgia/757-working-together-with-the-european-union-to-satisfy-water-needs-for-people-and-ecosystems-national-policy-dialogue-on-integrated-water-resource-management-in-georgia?Itemid=397
https://euwipluseast.eu/en/component/content/article/157-all-activities/activites-georgia/news-of-georgia/757-working-together-with-the-european-union-to-satisfy-water-needs-for-people-and-ecosystems-national-policy-dialogue-on-integrated-water-resource-management-in-georgia?Itemid=397
https://euwipluseast.eu/en/component/content/article/157-all-activities/activites-georgia/news-of-georgia/757-working-together-with-the-european-union-to-satisfy-water-needs-for-people-and-ecosystems-national-policy-dialogue-on-integrated-water-resource-management-in-georgia?Itemid=397


In light of containment measures in response to 
Covid-19, there is a risk of possible postponement 
in the passing of the Draft Water Law in the 
Parliament of Georgia. The project will monitor 
this risk in the coming weeks. The work on the 
SEA of the Alazani-Iori RBMP will continue with 
the draft Environmental Report expected to be 
completed by the end of Q2. 

Planned surface and coastal water surveys have 
been postponed, however, preparation will 
continue regarding site selection, logistics and 
contracting to ensure a continuation as soon 
as the situation allows. It might be necessary to 
find alternatives to transboundary activities, such 
as sub-regional workshops and transboundary 
fieldwork. In Q2, suppliers will deliver required 
equipment of biological monitoring of surface 
waters. Conceptual preparations for introducing 
investigative monitoring are ongoing. 

Building on a study carried out under a project 
funded by the Green Climate Fund, EUWI+ 
will equip 12 high-priority hydrological 
monitoring sites and procure mobile flow 
meters, so that NEA can adequately monitor 
smaller rivers.

Work on monitoring documents (RBMP 
monitoring chapter, thematic summaries, 
monitoring development plans and ecological 
status classification system) continues as planned 
and is expected to be finalised by the end of Q2.

Look ahead to Q2
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A scheduled groundwater survey has to be 
moved to Q3 or Q4. Once possible, EUWI+ will also 
carry out in-depth analysis of ten more wells and 
equip seven wells with logging equipment. Via 
online conferencing, we will train NEA staff on 
groundwater status assessment and launch the 
development of methodologies for chemical and 
quantitative status.

EUWI+ will continue to support the NEA’s 
laboratory in Tbilisi through trainings and 
on new equipment. We will also procure 
additional analytical equipment and make minor 
renovations to accommodate this equipment.

In April, a tender will be launched to prepare 
an update of the Chorokhi-Ajaristskali RBMP 
for the Georgian coastal and transitional waters 
The scheduled study visit to Croatia on coastal 
monitoring practises, however, will be postponed 
to Q3. 

Work is ongoing to ensure adequate  
consultation on the RBMPs with solutions to 
maximise on-line information campaigns and 
consultation being developed.

Work on integration and visualization of the NEA 
ground water data management and visualization 
will be done.


